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MINUTES 
 
MEETING OF: Chelmsford City Walking Football Club - Committee Meeting 
DATE: 04 January 2022 
TIME: 12.40pm to 3.30pm 
VENUE: CCFC, Salerno Way, Chelmsford 

 
PARTICIPANTS: Chris Jullings, Peter Osborne, Bob Willis, Steve Shoosmith, David 

Gregory, Spencer Pratten, Terry Buck (via videoconference) 
 

 
ITEM 
No. 

DESCRIPTION 

  
1. Apologies for absence:  None 

 
2. Minutes of meeting 14 December 2021 

Agreed 
Proposer –    David Gregory 
Seconder –  Spencer Pratten 
 

3. Action Points from previous meetings  -  See Annex A. 
 

4. Club finances 
 
Terry provided an update. 

 
• Financial status 
Ø As at 01 January, cash at bank stood at £2,875. 
Ø The Club’s current net asset value (allowing for pitch hire and other 

accruals) is £3,925. 
Ø Net income for the year to date is £1,496.  
Ø Possibly heading for an end-of-year net surplus of around £1,450. 
 
Peter will work with Terry to develop the accounting package to generate a 
monthly invoice to members covering all the training sessions attended during 
the preceding month. 
 

5. Social Secretary update 
 
• Christmas Raffle 
The raffle proved to be very successful; tickets to the value of £570 were sold. 
The Club donated £285 to Prostate Cancer UK.  The balance of £285 was 
added to Club funds and will be spent on club development/equipment. 
• Future social events 
The date of 08 April has now been set for the next major social event (a quiz 
night extravaganza).  Fish and chips will be provided. 

 
 



 
Page 2 of 8 
 

6. Welfare update 
 
Apologies offered by Gerry for not providing an update. 
 

7. Competitions/tournaments update 
 
• EWFL 
Ø The new EWFL committee has started to canvass views on several aspects of 

the 2022 season. 
Ø It was agreed that we would signal to the EWFL that: 

o We wish to enter 2 teams into each of the Over 60s and 65s leagues; 
o We would like to participate in an Over 70s league; 
o We would be able to host events held at Melbourne Park.. We would 

prefer a centralised venue model that was adopted for 2021; 
o We would wish to maintain weekday events for these age groups. 
o Our preference would be for two divisions in each group if team 

numbers permit; and 
o We would be averse to the introduction of tackling, which would conflict 

with the walking football, the Club’s, and the EWFL, ethos of WF being a 
non-contact sport and would undermine the health, safety and welfare 
of players. 

Ø Peter also highlighted some ‘tidying up’ changes to the LOTG that he will be 
sharing with the EWFL. 

Ø Peter will be participating in an EWFL Committee meeting (as its former 
Secretary) that will be taking place on 10 January.  He will try to persuade 
the new Committee not to make any major changes to a model that is not 
broken and, indeed, one that has been extremely successful. 

 
• Over 50s re-build 

Due to the limited influx of new, younger age members it was agreed that 
the planned indoor sessions for younger players would be postponed 
indefinitely. 

 
8. Marketing 

 
• CCWFC has been featured in the January 2022 edition of ‘The Edge’. 
• Thank you to David for carrying out leaflet drops over the Christmas period. 
• David will be undertaking a further drop at this coming Saturday’s CCFC 

home match and at the city centre the following Saturday. 
• Only one member (Andrew Fairhead) has expressed an interest in supporting 

the marketing drive.  David will approach some other members to solicit 
support. 

• David will consider options for targeting the late 50s/early 60s market. 
  

9. Coaching programme 
 
• The final draft of the ‘Coaching Manual’ will be circulated to CMs and group 

leaders shortly. 
• Spencer opined that ‘coaching the coaches’ sessions are of paramount 

importance to secure consistency and raise standards.  It was agreed that 
the first session will be targeted at existing group leaders (around 8 in 
number) and will take place on 27 January. 
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AP1/0122.  Chris to organise an invitation to group leaders and approach Steve 
Shore (CCFC) regarding the potential to use the main pitch. 
  

10. AoB 
 
Bob : 
• Reminded the Committee that he has now performed the Tuesday group 

selections exercise for 8 weeks.  He will continue until the next CM but wishes 
to transfer responsibility for it to another.  He has prepared an aide memoir 
to assist those undertaking the role in the future. 

• Reminded the Committee that a successor needs to be found to take on 
Club website administration.  

 
14. Date/time of next Committee meeting 

 
01 February 2022.   
12.40pm to 2.30pm 
 
To be held at CCFC. 
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ANNEX A 
 
ACTION POINTS 
 
AP No. DESCRIPTION OWNER UPDATE STATUS 
     
4/0721 Chris to explore with Gerry the mounting of an 

approach to Chelmsford Council to have a 
defibrillator affixed to the Melbourne Park 
changing rooms. 

Chris 08/21 
Chris and Peter will be meeting with Sarah Adkins 
(Chelmsford City Council) on 10th August to 
discuss this and a number of service issues. 
09/21 
The case for acquiring a defibrillator to be sited 
within the changing rooms adjacent to the 3G 
pitch at Melbourne Park has been submitted to 
Chelmsford City Council. 
A response is awaited. 
10/21 
Chris has made a further approach to CCC 
following a response that did not address the 
suggestion.  (The unfavourable response was 
predicated on an AED device being located on 
the external wall of the changing rooms (where it 
would be at risk from malicious attack) rather 
than within them. 
11/21 
Reply from CCC awaited.  Will be pursued. 
12/21 
McCarthy Stone have committed to purchase an 
AED.  CCFC are happy to mount the device 
outside, not within, the changing rooms.  Chris 
has approached McCarthy Stone to supply a 
portable AED.  They are working through the 
details. 

Open 
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01/22 
Chris has approached McCann again. 
Response awaited. 

1/1121 Steve to develop options for the proposed 
internal mini tournaments in January and 
February. 
 

Steve 12/21 
Dates set (11January and 08 February). 
Format to be devised. 
CCFC set up to open their bar and provide food 
(£3 per head). 
01/22 
Chris will purchase winners medals and a small 
winners’ trophy. 
Tournament format will be determined by the 
number of teams. 
 

Open 

2/1121 Chris to liaise with Vicky George regarding the 
timing of the proposed ‘Steve George 
memorial tournament’. 

Chris 12/21 
A provisional date of Thursday 31 March has 
been set for the Steve George memorial 
tournament.  Chris is in discussion with Vicky 
George (Steve’s widow) about finalising 
arrangements. 
01/22 
Following further discussions with Vicky, the 
tournament date has been brought forward to 
24 March.  The family wishes to enter its own 
team. 
Chris will notify Club members. 
Competition format to be determined in due 
course. 
 

Open 

3/1121 David to consider which Club members might 
be approached to help support Club 
marketing. 
 

David 12/21 
Andy Fairhead is happy to assist.  David will 
‘nudge’ others. 
 

Open 
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01/22 
David will be undertaking a further drop at this 
coming Saturday’s CCFC home match and at 
the city centre the following Saturday. 
Further approach will be made to other members 
to support him. 
 

5/1121 Steve to address the production of a 
“Managers’ Manual”. 
 

Steve 12/21 
Steve has drafted a checklist/aide memoir. He 
will circulate to CM’s for comment within the next 
few days. 
The Committee agreed that the current EWFL 
Laws of the Game will be re-circulated to all 
members and a light-hearted periodic focus on 
the main laws of the game will be introduced 
during training.  Consistency of understanding, 
with no ambiguity or interpretation, will help 
everyone play better walking football. 
01/22 
Further draft produced.  Peter will consider 
presentational enhancements. 
 

Open 

7/1121 Steve to develop a model for determining our 
competition players. 

Steve 12/21 
Work in progress. 
01/22 
This will be determined when we have a clearer 
picture of those players who wish to represent the 
Club.  Chris will kick-start the approach to 
members to determine the pool. 
 

Open 

8/1121 Steve to develop proposals for the selection of 
team managers and assistants for the 2022 
season. 

Steve 12/21 
Work in progress. 
01/22 
Managers are already in place. 

Open 
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Need to consider assistants and their roles.  This 
will be actioned when the position re. squads for 
the 2022 season is clearer. 
 

9/1121 Steve to determine the appetite for 
introducing Over 70s competition football 
within Essex for 2022.   
 

Steve 12/21 
• Steve has received very positive replies from a 

number of clubs regarding their participation 
in Over 70s tournaments. 

• The Committee agreed that two Over 70s 
tournaments would be hosted, on 19 May 
and18 August.  These will be subject to the 
EWFL introducing its own Over 70s league. 

• Chris and Steve will pursue invitations to clubs. 
• Tony Escott and others will be invited to lead 

on team selections, team management, and 
managing the events. 

01/22 
Six/seven clubs have expressed an interest in 
participating in CCWFC’s tournaments. 
EWFL decision awaited on the introduction of a 
2022 Over 70s league competition. 
The planned, local Over 70s tournaments can still 
proceed even if they only involve the Club’s 
members. 
 

Open 

10/1121 Chris and Steve to compile a kit/equipment 
inventory. 

Chris 
Steve 

12/21 
An inventory for Club kits has been completed. 
An equipment inventory will be completed in due 
course. 
It was agreed that the stock of bibs needs to be 
replenished. 
01/22 
CF to next meeting. 
 

Open 
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11/1121 Chris to establish which CCWFC members hold 
football coaching qualifications and the levels 
achieved. 

Chris 12/21 
CF to next CM. 
01/22 
Chris will action this when the Coaching Manual 
has been published and the ‘Coaching the 
Coaches’ session has been undertaken. 
 

Open 

1/1221 Chris to explore options for providing 
protective headgear for goalkeepers. 

Chris 01/22 
Gerry Howard had written to CMs expressing 
reservations about the effectiveness and 
practicality of headgear for GKs. 
From his experience injuries have been suffered 
by outfield players rather than GKs as a 
consequence of mis-directed shots/passes and 
deflections.  There is also an hygiene issue 
regarding helmet sharing. 
The Committee appreciated Gerry’s concerns 
but agreed that it would provide a couple of 
items of protective headgear for anyone who felt 
safer wearing them. 
 

Open 

2/1221 Bob to circulate the draft of the Coaching 
Manual to CMs for observations/final 
agreement. 

Bob 01/22 
The final draft of the ‘Coaching Manual’ will be 
circulated to CMs and group leaders shortly. 
 

Open 

  
 


